
NAVIGATING
THE NEWS Display materials

Here is a suggestion for a news-related display to put up in your classroom during your news study that will 
reinforce children’s knowledge of news terminology. 

•	 Choose any newspaper with an interesting front page 
•	 Label the component parts using the labels provided. (Enlarge on a photocopier if necessary.)
•	 Add the thinking questions provided.
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OCTO-POSSE!OCTO-POSSE!

BRITAIN is seeing a boom in octopuses, say wildlife experts.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
 
They say it’s a bumper year for the sea creatures 
along our coastline, with the huge numbers being 
recorded now not seen since 1948.
Divers and snorkellers around Cornwall say 
they’re seeing many more of the common  
octopuses – whose scientific name is Octopus 
vulgaris – than usual. 
Even though it’s called “common”, the large 
species of octopus is very rare in Britain. Normally, 

there are only a handful of sightings in a year.  
The common octopus is known for its large eyes, 
soft bag-like body and tentacles that can span 
up to one metre. 
The Marine Biological Association has reported 
major octopus booms along the south coast of 
England before. But experts say it’s been more 
than 70 years since we’ve seen anything like this. 
The first recorded octopus boom was in 1899. 
Female octopuses can lay up to half a million 
eggs. Once they hatch, many die, and only survive 

if sea conditions are good.
Matt Slater from the Cornwall Wildlife Trust said 
octopuses “are such amazing, alien creatures – 
one of the most intelligent animals in our oceans.
“We hope this is a sign that octopus populations 
are healthy in our Cornish waters.”
The Cornwall Wildlife Trust is asking people  
to record any octopus sightings with it via its  
ORKS app or online on the Trust’s website at 
erccis.org.uk/share-sightings so it can get  
a better picture of the rise in octopus numbers.
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EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!
Know your way around a newspaper

Is the cover story 
always the most 

important news of 
the week?

What is the most 
interesting piece 
of news you have 
heard this week? 

LOGO
The name of the newspaper, designed to make it appealing and 
easy to identify

TEASERS
Snippets from interesting stories placed on the front cover to 
show you what’s inside

STANDFIRST
An additional line of information that comes after a headline

PHOTOGRAPH
An image that provides instant visual information to help to tell 
the news story

COLUMNS
Newspapers organise text into vertical blocks called columns 
that make it easier to read 

HEADLINE
The title of a news story, designed to grab the reader’s attention

What is your 
favourite section of 

the newspaper?

Why do you think 
this story has been 

chosen for the 
front page of the 

newspaper?

LEAD PARAGRAPH 
The important first sentence or paragraph of a news report that 
summarises the story
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‘Extra! Extra! 
Read all 
about it!’
is a phrase that paper boys 
used to shout when they 
stood on the street selling 
newspapers. This was back 
in the days before television and radio, when 
newspapers were the only source of news. 
It told people that the paper had printed an 
‘extra’ edition to tell people about a new major 
news story. The invention of radio ended the 
production of these ‘extras’ – radio was a much 
quicker way to tell people about breaking news.
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Display materials - terminology labels

MASTHEAD
Information about the newspaper found at the top of the front page. It might include 
date, price, edition and readership

LOGO
The name of the newspaper, designed to make it appealing and easy to identify

COVER STORY
The leading story chosen to feature on the front cover – also called the splash

TEASERS
Snippets from interesting stories placed on the front cover to show you what’s inside



Display materials - terminology labels

HEADLINE
The title of a news story, designed to grab the reader’s attention

STANDFIRST
An additional line of information that comes after a headline

PHOTOGRAPH
An image that provides instant visual information to help to tell the news story

LEAD PARAGRAPH
The important first sentence or paragraph of a news report that summarises 
the story
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Display materials - terminology labels

CAPTION
Information next to a photograph that explains what the picture is about

CREDIT
The text identifying who owns a photo or image

QUOTATION
The words or opinions of a person. They are included to give the reader the viewpoint 
of someone involved in the story

DIRECT QUOTATION
The exact words of a person, always placed in quotation marks
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Display materials - terminology labels

INDIRECT QUOTATION
When a person’s ideas are reported without using their exact words

STATISTIC
A number fact that summarises information from a lot of data, often used by journalists to 
provide evidence for what is being reported

COLUMNS
Newspapers organise text into vertical blocks called columns that make it easier 
to read
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Other useful terms

Thinking questions

JOURNALISTS 
People who write news reports for 
newspapers, television or the radio

EDITORS
The people who decide what stories to 
include in the news

ARTICLE
A piece of writing found in a newspaper 
or magazine, for example, a news report, 
interview or an opinion piece

REPORT
An article that tells a news story

EDITORIAL
An article that gives the writer’s opinions 
on a particular subject

INTERVIEW
An article presented as questions and 
answers that gives the detailed opinions 
of a famous person

FEATURE
A longer article that provides 
background information on a 
topical story 

REVIEW
An article that gives a person’s opinion 
about a book, film, play or game 

ADVERT
Content paid for by a company to sell 
their products or events 

Why do you think this 
story has been chosen 

for the front page of 
the newspaper?

Is the cover story 
always the most 

important news of 
the week?

?
Where do you get 
your news from?

What can you spot on 
this front page which 

makes you want to 
open the newspaper?

What is your 
favourite section of 

the newspaper?

What is the most 
interesting piece 
of news you have 
heard this week? 


